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Welcome to Heritage Open Days 2019
Heritage Open Days celebrates our architecture and culture by allowing FREE access to
interesting properties, many of which are not normally open to the public, as well as
free tours, events and activities. It is organised by a partnership of Chester Civic Trust
and Cheshire West and Chester Council, in association with other local societies.
It is only possible with the help of many building owners and local volunteers.   

Maps are available from Chester Visitor Information Centre and Northwich Information
Centre.  

To celebrate their 25th anniversary, Heritage Open Days will take place nationally
over ten days from 13 to 22 September 2019. In order to give everyone the
opportunity to fully explore and discover the whole Cheshire West area, Chester
buildings will mainly be open on 13 -16 September and Ellesmere Port and Mid
Cheshire will mainly be open on 19-22 September. However they will also be open
on other dates so please check details thoroughly to avoid disappointment.

Events – Tours, Talks & Activities
Booking is ESSENTIAL for the majority of HODs events as they have limited places. 
Please check booking procedures for each individual event you would like to attend.

Children MUST be accompanied by adults.

The theme for Heritage Opens Days this year is “People Power” 
and some of the events will be linked to this.  

Join us
If you share our interest in the heritage and future development of Chester we invite
you to join Chester Civic Trust. Membership is open to everyone, whatever your
interests and regardless of where you live. For details please visit our website
www.chestercivictrust.org.uk or write to the Membership Secretary, Chester Civic Trust
Office, Bishop Lloyd’s Palace, 51-53 Watergate Row, Chester. CH1 2LE.

For Northwich, visit the Northwich and District Heritage Society at
www.northwichheritage.org.uk and also the Northwich Townscape Heritage Project at
www.northwich-th.co.uk.
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Saturday: 10am - 4pm
Sunday: 10am - 4pm  

CH1 2LE
Fri
13

Sat
14

Sun
15

Chester
Bishop Lloyd’s Palace 51/53 Watergate Row South 

An early 17th century timber framed building which is
listed Grade I and has fine carvings on the gable ends
and at row level. The interior contains a magnificent
plaster ceiling.
Take 27 will be showing images and video clips and
discussing aspects of early Chester, including their work
on the amphitheatre, in the east chamber from 12 noon
on both days.
Partially accessible – first floor stairs..

0 3

Old Leche House Sofa Workshop, 21 Watergate Row 

Friday: 9.30am - 5.30pm, 
Saturday: 9am - 5.30pm & Sunday: 11am - 5pm

CH1 2LE

A four storey gabled town house built in 1600 for the
Leches of Carden, retains its beautiful fireplace, Tudor
overmantle and decorative plasterwork. In the 18th
century was an inn, the Hand and Snake.
Can HODS visitors please note that the shop is open and
customers will have priority from the staff. Some steep
steps upstairs.

R T

Fri
13

Sat
14

Sun
15

Watergate House 85 Watergate Street 

Fri
13

Sat
14

Sun
15Saturday: 10am - 4pm  CH1 2LF

This fine Grade II* listed building was designed as a
town house by Thomas Harrison for Thomas Potts,
Clerk of the Peace, in 1820. In 1907 it became the
headquarters for Western Command and has since
been used as professional offices.

T
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Chester Health Store 59 Bridge Street Row East 

Sunday: 11am - 3pm CH1 1NW

This façade encases an altered 17th century 
timber–framed building, galleried and open to a
Georgian roof. The over-row chamber has remains of
timber studwork in the south wall. Chester Civic Trust
commendation 2015 building renovation.
Access to row level only.

Stanley Palace Watergate Street 

Saturday: 10am - 4pm  CH1 2LF

A Grade II listed timber-framed house, dating from 1591.
The building features a long oak-beamed hall with a
great oak stair leading to a gallery.
Access to first floor by stairs only.

St. Peter’s Church at the Cross Watergate Street 

Founded in 907, the church was largely rebuilt in the
14th century, with later alterations by Thomas Harrison
and John Douglas. Interesting galleries and an ancient
fresco.
Wheelchair access.

Monday to Saturday: 10.30am - 4pm. CH1 2LS
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CH1 1RU

Bear and Billet 94 Lower Bridge Street 

Friday: 11.30am-12 midnight, Saturday: 11am - 12 midnight
& Sunday 10am - 11pm 

The last major timber–framed house to be built in
Chester, in 1664. It was a merchant house at head of the
port. Now a popular public house serving food.
Limited wheelchair access (with one step) to the ground
floor.

R T

Fri
13

Sat
14

Sun
15

CH1 1RL

Cheshire Record Office Duke Street 

Saturday: 10.30am - 3.30pm
Tour times: Saturday: 11am, 12 noon & 2pm  

Large historic warehouse converted in the 1980s for the
safekeeping of Cheshire’s recorded history. Behind the scenes
tour; drop-in exhibition and introduction to ‘The Power of
Petitioning’ – what were the issues that drove local people to
demand action from the powers that be in the 17th century?
Exhibition accessible; full tour inaccessible (alternative
arrangements can be made). Booking for tours essential on
Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/behind -the-
scenes-tour-of-cheshire-record-office-tickets -61698374499.
If you have difficulty please telephone 01244 972115.

T

Fri
13
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14
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15

Friday & Saturday: 10am - 4pm & Sunday: 12noon - 4pm
Last tour at 3.30pm. CH1 1SN

St. John The Baptist Church Little St. John Street 

Founded as a Saxon minster in AD689. Cathedral and Collegiate
Church from 1075 - 1541. Largest collection of Saxon/ Viking
crosses in UK. Large collection of Randle Holme heraldic
paintings. The Chapter House, usually closed, will be open, staffed
by archaeologists and volunteers. Volunteer guides will be giving
tours of Church and Chapter House on a turn up basis. On
Saturday 14 the Church is hosting the Unknown Vikings and you
can discover how Vikings lived, worked, and fought. There is also
an animal trail in church. The Chapter House is only accessible
by steps with hand rails and is quite a dark area.
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Monday to Thursday & Sunday: 10am – 1am.
Friday & Saturday: 10am – 2am.  

CH1 1DA

CH1 1DA

Off the Wall Base of Roman Curtain Wall, 12 St. John’s Street 

Built in 1908 for Post Office telephones, incorporating a
section of base and plinth of the Roman fortress wall.
The remains of the Roman SE Angle Tower can be seen
over the fence.
Wheelchair access suitable for most users.

Wesley Methodist Church St. John Street 

Built 1812, designed by Thomas Harrison. Major
alterations 1906 and 1926 when stained glass windows
and Binns organ installed. An opportunity to view recent
interior modelling by Donald Insall Associates.
A 30 minute introduction and guided tour by a member
of staff, providing an overview on the development of
the Wesleyan Chapel since its construction.
Fully accessible.  Drop-in tours. No tours on Saturday.

Friday: 9.30am-3.30pm, Saturday: 9.30am -3pm
& Sunday: 11.45am-1pm.

DR T
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CH1 1DA

Welsh Presbyterian Church 11 St. John Street 

Built 1866, designed by W and G Audsley of Liverpool
with elaborate stone front. Includes two stained glass
windows from Welsh Anglican Church and “Tracker”
organ (1902). In 1990 Gallery converted to vestry
comprising small theatre/meeting room & kitchen.
Side door and lift for wheelchair access.

Friday & Saturday: 11am - 2pm  
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Chester City Baths Union Street 

Opened in 1901. Designed by renowned local architect
John Douglas these public baths recently reopened after
extensive Council funded renovation, enabling their
continued use for many aquatic activities. Partially
accessible. Front entry by steps & stair access to largest
pool.

Saturday: 9am - 4pm CH1 1QP

CH1 1QJ

St. Werburgh Roman Catholic Church Grosvenor Park Road 

Friday to Saturday: 10am - 4pm & 
Sunday: 8.30am - 7pm  

Completed in 1875, a fine example of 13th century
early English style by Edmund Kirby. Stained glass
windows. Refurbished in 2002. Much acclaimed 3
manual Binns/Sixsmith organ installed 2004.
On Sunday 15: Mass at 9am, 10.45am & 6pm.

PD T
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CH1 2DD

Grosvenor Museum 25-27 Grosvenor Street 

A purpose built museum opened in 1886. Designed by
Thomas M Lockwood to house the collection of Charles
Kingsley and the Chester Society for Natural Science,
Literature & Art.
Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 museum tours:  Meet in the
entrance hall.  A free drop-in family activity in Newstead
Gallery 1.30pm -3.30pm on Saturday.
Wheelchair access to ground floor only. 

Friday & Saturday: 10.30am - 5pm  Sunday: 1pm - 4pm
Tour Times: Saturday: 12 noon - 12.45pm & 2pm - 2.45pm
Sunday: 2pm -2.45pm 
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Saturday: 10.30am - 1.30pm CH1 1NN

The Queen’s School City Walls Road

Independent day school for girls established in 1878,
built on the site of the old city jail. The exterior is richly
detailed in the vernacular revival style, with mullioned
windows, shaped chimneys & an ornate steepled belfry.
Some pupils will be available to show visitors around.
No booking required.

CH1 1SL

Riverside Museum University Of Chester,
Riverside Campus, Castle Drive 

Saturday: 10am - 4pm

Curiosities from the world of medicine including original
letter from Florence Nightingale. First World War:
Returning Home exhibition on the war’s effects on health
and social care.  Disabled access can be arranged in
advance.  Please telephone Becky Chesworth: 
01244 512095 or email fhsc.histsoc@chester.ac.uk

P TR D
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CH1 1SL

Cheshire Military Museum Chester Castle 

Saturday and Sunday: 10am - 5pm
Last entry 4pm  

The Cheshire Military Museum tells the story of Cheshire
Soldiers from the 17th Century to the present day.
On all other days during HODS normal admission
charges apply.
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CH1 2DW

St. Mary’s Creative Space St. Mary’s Hill 

Friday and Saturday: 10am - 4pm  

A Grade I Listed, decommissioned church with a bossed
medieval roof. It houses 72 monuments and cenotaphs
from 16th century onwards including the Gamul tomb.
Building staffed by The Arts Society Chester volunteers.
There will also be a photographic display by Chester
Photographic Society. Partially accessible uneven path
and steps to altar area.

T
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CH1 2DY

Chester Cathedral St. Werburgh Street 

Monday to Saturday:  9am- 5pm & 
Sunday 1pm- 4pm.  

The Cathedral is offering a varied programme of events
for adults and children including a variety of tours,
a stonemasonry demonstration, a monk’s trail,
dressing up and story and rhyme times.
Events on Saturday 14 & Tuesday 17 - Saturday 21.
Booking is essential for some of these events.
Follow the Cathedral on Twitter, Facebook or the website
www.chestercathedral.com and book by telephone on
01244 500959.

DR T

Chester Town Hall 33 Northgate Street

Thursday: 10am - 4pm.  

Built in 1865 the Gothic Revival building was officially
opened in 1869 by HRH The Prince of Wales, (later King
Edward VII). Designed by Lynn of Belfast, it was inspired
by the medieval Cloth Hall at Ypres, Belgium.                                                                                                                                    

CH1 2HQ
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The Blue Bell 65 Northgate Street 

Oldest “domestic structure” in Chester, only surviving
example of a mediaeval inn – license granted in 1494.
Timber-framed with braced King Post. 1684 “cabin”
extension served as barber's shop and stagecoach
ticket-office. Tell staff you have come to view building –
on busy Fridays and Saturdays self-guided tours.

Monday to Sunday: 12 noon - 9pm  CH1 2HQ
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Telford’s Warehouse Tower Wharf 

Monday to Sunday: From 12 noon all day.  

Substantial brick warehouse built 1790’s, and attributed
to engineer Thomas Telford. Restored in the 1980's the
building now used as bar, restaurant and music/arts
venue. Superb views across former canal port. Partially
accessible. No accessible toilets.

CH1 4EZ

PR T

Christ Church, Newton Gloucester Street, Newtown 

Friday & Saturday: 10am-4pm, & Sunday : 12.30pm - 6.30pm

Church completed in 1900 by local architect John
Douglas. Arts and Crafts style with “Oxford Movement”
interior, Kempe windows, Brindley & Foster organ, and
fascinating furniture and features. 
Ramp available for access. No parking immediately
around the church as residents parking permits have
been introduced. Car Park on St Anne’s Street
No refreshments.

CH1 3HR
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CH1 4BJ

University of Chester Chapel Parkgate Road 

Monday to Sunday: 11am - 4pm   

The chapel was built between 1844 and 1847. 
The decorative stonework, carved interior woodwork, 
and some of the stained glass were produced by the
students. Newly added to chapel a cabinet for 77
Poppies Exhibition commemorating staff and alumni
who died in the First World War. On Saturday volunteers
will be on hand to explain the 77 Poppies project. There
will be maps for a self-guided tour of the campus
outside the chapel.

D

CH4 7HW

Greek Orthodox Church of St. Barbara the Great Martyr
Overleigh Cemetery, Overleigh Road, Handbridge

Saturday: 11am - 4pm  
Sunday: 2pm - 6pm

The Christian Eastern Orthodox Church serving Cheshire
and North Wales. Grade II listed. A fully featured
Orthodox Church belonging to the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain.
Visitors are welcome to attend the Divine Services
(Matins & Divine Liturgy) on Sunday morning from 10am.
*Please note that Communion cannot be offered to the
non–Orthodox visitor. 

PR T
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Walk Mill Walk Mill Lane, Waverton 

Tuesday to Sunday: 10am - 5pm.  

Working flour mill, mentioned in Domesday book.
Demolished 1965, recently rebuilt. Also a café with
homemade goods, using flour from locally grown wheat.
Tours of the mill available on request.
Ground floor fully accessible, upstairs not suitable for
wheelchairs.

CH3 7BF

PR T
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Notes

St. Michael’s Church Shotwick Lane, Shotwick 

Saturday: 10am - 4pm  CH1 6HX

An active Grade I listed parish church, dating from the
12th century. Notable features include a carved Norman
doorway, Medieval arrow sharpening grooves, &
17th/18th century furnishings – churchwardens’ pew,
box pews, three-decker pulpit. 
Self- guided tour sheets available for adults and
children. Visitors welcome to try bell ringing under
supervision. Church has a fine set of six bells which
includes the oldest one on the Wirral.

PDR T
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St. Oswald’s Church Church Lane, Backford 

Saturday: 10am - 4pm  CH2 4BE

A Grade II listed 13th century church with 16th century
tower.  Built of Cheshire sandstone. Reredos by John
Douglas. Large churchyard.
Travelling from Chester turn right off A41 for Backford,
church is on the left.
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Chester Events

Chester Blue Coat CE Primary School Walpole Road

Friday 13 & Thursday 19: 9.30am - 10.15am  CH1 4HG

Modern timber framed two storey primary school
designed by Tweed, Nutall and Warburton, local
architects and urban designers. Small group tours by
staff while school in session.
Fully accessible.
Places are limited so booking essential on 
01244 981098.

D T

Tours Friday: 11am & 3pm  CH1 1SA

Bridgegate House 5 Bridge Place, Lower Bridge Street

A mid-18th century town house of similar vintage to
Abbey Square, with a particularly fine staircase, and the
offices of a historic building’s architect. An architect for
Donald Insall Associates will show the group around the
first/second floor rooms. There is a view of the garden,
built into a Roman quarry and a small exhibition of the
Practice’s work. Partially accessible, stair access to first
and second floor. Booking essential please telephone
01244 350063.

T
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15

The Chester Tour Tour starts at Town Hall Visitor Information Centre,
Northgate Street

Saturday tours: 10.30am CH1 2HQ

Join a Guild of Chester Tour Guide who will lead you on a
captivating journey through 2000 years of history, taking in
all the main sites along the way including the walls, the
Rows, the Cathedral (exterior), the Eastgate Clock and the
River Dee. Tour will be approximately one and a half hours.
Booking is essential on Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-chester -tour-tickets-
64165310170. There will be limited tickets available from
01244 972115.
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8 White Friars Tour

Saturday & Sunday tours: 11am & 2pm  CH1 1NZ

Grade II listed house with Georgian facade and medieval
interior. Owned by Richard Harrison in the 17th century
who was a brewer, sheriff and mayor of Chester. 
His portrait still hangs in the Mayor’s Parlour at the 
Town Hall. There are two steps to the ground floor toilet.
Numbers are very limited on this tour so booking is
essential on eventbrite. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/-
tour-of-8-white-friars-tickets-62581343483.
Limited tickets are available from 01244 972115.

R T

Fri
13

Sat
14

Sun
15

Chester Rail Station City Road 

Learn about the history of Chester Rail Station which was
opened on 1st August 1848.
Thomas Brassey was the builder and contractor.
Tour begins on the station concourse. Booking essential via
Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/chester-railway-
station-tour-tickets-63380382430. Limited availability of
tickets from 01244 972115.

Saturday: 2pm - 3.30pm  CH1 1NS

DR T
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Albion Inn 2-4 Albion Street

Saturday: Tours at 3pm to 4pm & 4pm to 5pm CH1 1RQ

Built in the late 19th century, The Albion Inn is Chester’s
last unspoilt Victorian public house dedicated to the
Great War. Many items of memorabilia are housed in the
bar including a 1928 Pianola Steck which can be played
on request. Tours conducted by Mike Mercer, the oldest
serving licensee in Chester.
Fully accessible. Places are limited so booking is
essential via Eventbrite  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/
e/tours-of-albion-inn-tickets-61864059066
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Storyhouse 1 Hunter Street

Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 10am  CH1 2AR

An opportunity to tour Chester's multi award winning cultural
centre based on the art deco Odeon cinema built in 1936.
Now restored, renovated and extended into theatre, cinema,
library, restaurant and community spaces. Each tour is led by
volunteers who have a keen interest in the history and
stories behind the building. Booking is essential on Eventbrite
htpps://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tour-of-story-house-tickets-
61783186173. If you require help please telephone 01244
972115. 

DR T

Hoole Guided Walking tour

Sunday: 2pm - 4pm CH2 3AF

Guided walking tour of Hoole by Hoole History and Heritage
Society, taking in key features and buildings of the Victorian
Township which developed in the second half of the 19th
century. The tour will start at the Flookersbrook pub,
Flookersbrook, Hoole.  It will finish at Hoole Community Centre,
Westminster Road. Please wear appropriate clothing and
footwear. Booking is essential on eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hoole-guided-walking-tour-of-
the-victorianedwardian-township-tickets-63377017365.
Limited tickets available on 01244 972115.                                                                                                                                 

Upton By Chester Heritage Walking Tour
Meeting at Upton Village Hall, Heath Road, Upton

Sunday: Tour at 2pm CH2 1HX

Guided tour by Upton Local History Group, starting and
finishing at Upton Village Hall. Tour will last approximately
two hours, and include visiting historical sites and
buildings of interest. Families are welcome. Village Hall is
fully accessible, the walk may include areas that are
difficult for wheelchairs. Booking is essential via
Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.com/e/upton-by-
chester-heritage-walking-tour-tickets-61871620683. If
have difficulty please telephone 01244 972115.
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Thursday: 11am - 12.30pm  CH1 6LY

The oldest racecourse in the UK is also the site of the
Roman port. This tour tells the story of nearly 2000 years
of local history, and nearly 500 years of racing as it
meanders from City Walls to Grandstands, Parade Ring
and stables. Parking available at the hotel. Toilets
available on the tour. The tour has steep steps so not
suitable for wheelchairs. Booking is essential for this tour,
via Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.com/e/chester-
racecourse-walking-tour-tickets-63530600737. If help
required please telephone 01244 972115.

Western Command (Churchill Building) Chester Business
School, University of Chester, Queen’s Park Road

Friday: 11am & 1pm CH4 7AD

An exploration of the original historic 1937/1938 Western
Command building & its surroundings.  A talk and tour
exploring the history and architecture of this fascinating
site, from its construction and role as Western Command
during World War II, to present day, as the University’s
Business School. The underground bunkers are not safe to
be visited by the public at this time. 
Meet at Churchill Reception. To book visit
https://churchillbuildingtour.eventbrite.co.uk

Chester Racecourse Walking Tour
Meet at Holiday Inn Express, New Crane Street R T

PDR T
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Gloverstone Area Meet at St. Mary’s Creative Space, Castle Street

The tour is a historical exploration of the former
landscape of the old castle outer bailey, Gloverstone
community and Castle Street. Explaining how Thomas
Harrison redesigned the area as seen today. Partially
accessible – some awkward kerbs and cobbled areas.
Booking essential via Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gloverstone-area-tour-
tickets-63483014405. If help is required please
telephone 01244 972115.

Tuesday: 10.30am  Thursday: 10.30am & 6pm
Saturday & Sunday: 2.30pm
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Victorian Architecture on Parkgate Road
Meeting at University of Chester Chapel, Parkgate Road

Thursday tour & talk:  2.30pm  CH2 4BJ

From the University of Chester’s historic chapel to the
John Douglas designed vicarage, this is an opportunity to
explore some of the architectural highlights of Parkgate
Road on this talk & tour. Visitors will be provided with a
short guide to relevant architectural features.
The first floor of the Vicarage building is not accessible.
Meet at the Chapel. To book visit:
https://victorianarchitecture.eventbrite.co.uk

P T

Poulton Research Project Poulton

Saturday & Sunday: 1.30pm - approximately 3.30pm CH4 9EE

Multi-period excavation with Iron Age, Roman and Medieval remains,
including a secular graveyard dated to the 13th/ 16/17th centuries.
Drive into Poulton Village. You will pass on your right a red phone box,
barn conversions with a Union Flag flying, and a white semi –detached
house, go through some open barn gates. Turn almost immediately right
and onto the concrete path. At the end of the lane is the Milking Parlour
where you will be shown where to park. Please note it is a three-
quarter of a mile walk to the site around an agricultural field. Poorer
mobility can be accommodated in the Milking Parlour but there are two
flights of steps. Please book via Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.com
/e/poulton-research-project-site-visit-tickets-63471098765.
Limited places available by telephone 01244 972115.
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CH65 4AR

Saturday & Sunday: 10am - 5pm 

The museum showcases the history of the canals and
the lives and times of the people who worked on them.
The museum is dog friendly and there are hands-on
exhibits and family friendly interactives across the
7-acre site – both indoors and outside. Refreshments
are available at the Waterside Café.

National Waterways Museum South Pier Road, Ellesmere Port

Thursday tours: 10am - 12 noon

Ellesmere Port Station Europa Way, Ellesmere Port 

Distinctive sandstone building which opened in 1863.
Constructed in red sandstone with slate roofs, coped
Dutch gables, casement windows in cream stone
surrounds and glazed porch on a sandstone plinth.
Guided tours (approximately 20 minutes long) around
part of the station. Colouring in table on ground floor.
Fully accessible ground floor but not first floor.

Monday to Saturday: 8.30am - 5pm CH65 4AR

CH65 4FW

Former Queen’s Cinema, Glowquest Bathrooms 18 Whitby Road 

Glimpse of a good example of an early cinema. Queen’s
Cinema was built 1912-13 for Ellesmere Port Picture
Palace Company. Neo-baroque facade with a hipped
roof. Double height auditorium- the balcony display
reflects past history. Cinema closed in 1968. Used as a
Bingo Hall until 2004, it is now a bathrooms-showroom.
Ground floor fully accessible, stairs to second level of
showroom.

Ellesmere Port & Neston

DR T
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CH65 4FWThursday: 10.30am - 3pm  

Ellesmere Port Walk Meeting at National Waterways Museum,
Ellesmere Port South Pier Road

A circular guided walking tour of Ellesmere Port by
Ellesmere Port Local and Family History Society. Walking
from National Waterways museum towards town centre
looking at the development of the town over 200 years.
Walk is between three and a half to four miles on
generally flat pavement. A refreshment stop will be
made halfway through. Booking is essential via
Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ellesmere –
port-walk-tickets-63873573578. Limited booking
available on 01244 972115.

Notes
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Tour Saturday & Sunday: 3pm - 4.30pm

This walk of approximately four kilometres (approx 2.5
miles) follows a route with a number of interesting
features recalling Parkgate’s past as a port for travellers
to Ireland, a sea-side resort and a fishing village.
Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear.
Booking essential
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parkgate-guided-walk-
tickets-64523707145. Limited tickets will be available
from 01244 972215.

Parkgate Heritage Trail Guided Walk
Meet at the Ropewalk (free) car park, Station Road, Parkgate

CH64 6QJ
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Mid Cheshire

Saturday: 10am - 5pm   SY14 7BL

SY14 7HS

CH3 7RN

St. Edith’s Church Church Lane, Shocklach, Malpas 

Grade I listed small Norman church built circa II50 in a
lovely setting. Many interesting features including a
Norman door and archway, and a Viking carving of a
horse and rider. Churchyard is a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) No postcode for site. From centre of
Shocklach village (SY14 7BL) follow road north to
Farndon and Chester for half a mile.
Visitors welcome to picnic in the grounds.

Saturday & Sunday: 12pm - 5pm

Celebrate Heritage Open Days and the traditional harvest
with apple pressing (bring your own), butter making, corn
dollies, recipes, music, and ‘the wonders of the bicycle’.
This delightful end to the season captivates all who
experience the romance of this 14th C timber-framed
corn mill.  Wheelchair access to stable block ground floor
and both floors of mill. 

Stretton Watermill Mill Lane, Stretton (Nr. Farndon) 

St. Peter’s Church Church Lane, Hargrave 

Monday to Sunday: 9.30am - 5pm  

Rare example of a 17th century church; built 1627.
Original doors, carved hammer beams, 17th century font
and a John Douglas window.
Fine reredos. Yellow information sheets available in the
church. 
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CH2 4EN

CH3 8EB

Friday: 2pm - 9pm, Saturday: 1pm - 9pm
& Sunday: 2pm - 8pm  WA6 0AG

Helsby Station opened in 1870 and closed to passengers
in 1964. The North Cheshire Rail Users Group
successfully campaigned to re-open the station and have
worked on its improvement since 1997, winning many
awards. Helsby is a good example of new use for old
railway buildings – the former waiting room now houses
Beer Heroes, a craft beer Tap room.

Helsby Railway Station Station Avenue, Helsby

St. Peter’s Church Plemstall, Plemstall Lane, Mickle Trafford

Saturday: 10am - 3pm  

St. Peter’s Church, a Grade I listed building, stands at
the end of a country lane. It is an active Anglican parish
church, dating mostly from the 15th century.
The internal woodwork is a particular feature.

St. Andrew’s Parish Church Church Street, Tarvin 

Saturday: 10am - 4pm  

Grade I listed 14th century church with original oak rood
and barrel roof. Civil War features, stained glass by Kempe
and history exhibition with Saxon cross remains.
Also Grade II listed Parish Room with local art exhibition.
On street parking. Partial wheelchair access.
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Refurbished Victorian coach–house and stables of the
former estate. Free entrance to exhibitions in three
rooms. Adjacent to public park designed by Edward
Kemp in 1855. Lift for first floor gallery.

Thursday to Sunday: 10am - 4pm  WA6 6SE

WA6 7AR

Castle Park Arts Centre Off Fountain Lane, Castle Park, Frodsham 

Frodsham’s oldest inn was given a new facade in the
early 19th century. Moulded oak beams visible inside.
Rear yard contains stable, coach-house and room that
became Quaker Meeting House in 1813.
Disabled access to rear. 

Thursday & Sunday: 10.30am - 11pm
Friday & Saturday: 10.30am - 12 midnight

Queen’s Head Hotel 92 Main Street, Frodsham

DR T

DR T

WA6 7AF
Thursday: 11.30am – 11pm Friday:
11.30am - Midnight, Saturday: 10am -
Midnight Sunday: 12 Noon – 11pm  

Former coaching inn and posting house. Original
inscribed keystone over entrance porch dated 1632.
Douglas and Minshull reinstated stone mullion windows
in 1903-04. Internal panel of wattle and daub visible.
Dogs allowed in Beer Garden.

Bear’s Paw Hotel 127 Main Street, Frodsham DR T
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Saturday: 11am - 4pm CW8 4RN

Grade II listed. Superb terracotta craftsmanship outside and inside.
Outstanding terracotta reredos altarpiece with large plaque of
‘The Last Supper’ by Jabez Thompson; beautiful terracotta base to
the font; fine Minton tiles to altar area. Narrow stained glass
windows, one by Trena Cox. 
Regular guided tours and information sheets available.

St. Michael and All Angels, Church Road, Little Leigh, Northwich R P

WA6 7DU

WA6 6BS

Monday - Saturday 10am -4pm & 
Sunday 1pm-3pm.

Grade I listed sandstone church of Norman origins.  
The church was extended in the 14th and 15th centuries.
Restoration work in 1880 and 2015.  Burlison and Grylls 
East Window. Photographic Exhibition by Frodsham and
District Photographic Society:  ‘People Power’.
Drop in guided tours of the building Saturday 21 
September and Sunday 22 September.
Ramp unsuitable for motorised wheelchairs.

St. Laurence’s Parish Church Church Road, Frodsham 

Wednesday to Sunday: 10am - 12 midnight

Grade II listed building, probably 17th century, original
timber framing/wattle and daub in bar. It retains small
rooms, low ceilings and altered inglenook fireplace
typical of a true 'public house'.
There are stairs from back door into building. 

Ring O’ Bells 2 Bellemonte Road, Frodsham 
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CW9 6FW

CW9 6ES

Excellent example of Victorian engineering.  Free Top of
the World Tour - unique opportunity to see the Boat Lift
as lift operators have since Victorian times.  Learn its
history from the opening in 1875.  
Walking tour involves heights.  Suitable for age 15 and
over.  Booking essential on 01606 786777.  History talks
about the Boat Lift throughout the day - just turn up.

Saturday & Sunday tours: 10.30am, 
12 noon & 2.15pm  

Saturday: 12pm - 4pm
Taster tours Saturday: 12pm onwards 

Lion Salt Works has undergone an astonishing
restoration, funded by HLF. It tells the stories of brine
salt production, the people who worked in the area and
the impact of salt on Northwich.
Free admission and “taster tours” at regular intervals on
Saturday 21, please drop in and book on day.

Anderton Boat Lift Lift Lane, Anderton, Northwich

Lion Salt Works Ollershaw Lane, Marston, Northwich PDR T
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Saturday: 10am - 4pm 
Last tour will begin around 3.30pm.

CW8 3NJ

The church is Grade I Listed.  Tower 15th century,
remainder of building 16th century.  Place of worship
since Saxon times.  Mentioned in the Domesday Book.
Many interesting internal and external features.  Guided
tours available.  Bell Tower may not be open.  Fully
accessible.  Small step into church but ramp available.

St. Mary’s Parish Church, Church Street, Weaverham
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CW9 5PBFriday : 2pm - 6pm,  Saturday: 10am - 4pm
Sunday: 2pm - 4pm  

Thursday to Saturday:  9.30am - 5pm

St. Helen’s Church Church Road, Northwich 

Grade I Listed, from 1350.  “Oldest and most beautiful
building in Northwich”: Pevsner.  Medieval with magnificent
oak panelled roof with carved and gilded bosses built 1520;
stained glass windows by Kempe, Wailes and Gibbs.
Short informal tours take place regularly.  Just drop in.
Volunteers available for historic information.  Small display
“Northwich Remembers 1939” local people’s memories of
WW2.  Weather permitting, Tower Tours Sunday pm – many
steps.  Disabled parking in church grounds.  Toilets not
wheelchair accessible.

R T

Open Thursday & Friday: 9am - 7pm & Saturday: 9am – 1pm.
Tours Friday: 3pm & 6pm  Saturday 11am & 12 noon CW9 5DR

CW9 5AP

Founded in 1860 by Henry Bratt on approximately the
present site and called H. Bratt & Son. Later Henry took
into partnership his Fabric Buyer, Jack Evans, and it was
renamed Bratt & Evans. John Arthur Gray purchased the
business in 1928 and it is still owned by the Gray family.
There will be a visual exhibition of Bratts through the
years. Fully accessible; ramp and lift.

Bratt & Evans Ltd 2-6 Witton Street, Northwich

Grade II listed iconic library building, donated by Sir John
Brunner, former MP for Northwich.  Opened 23
September 1909. Visitor tour and history of about 30
mins (audio version available).  Booking essential for
tours on 01606 275646.  Low gradient access ramps
available at entrance and inside.  On Saturday 21
September, 9.30am-12.30pm – “People Power” themed.
Activities - Children’s “Pop-Up Historical Library” plus
family fun crafts.

Northwich Library Witton Street, Northwich D T
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Over United Reformed Church Swanlow Lane, Winsford

Friday & Saturday: 10am - 4pm CW7 1JE

Grade II listed church, opened in 1867, designed by renowned
Cheshire architect John Douglas. A fine example of Victorian
architecture built in red and white brickwork with a steeply
pitched roof. Externally there is a War Memorial and graveyard.
Tour of Church and grounds (45 mins)
*Visit the new John Douglas Heritage Centre *Talks on Church
and John Douglas (45 mins) at 11.30 and 14.30 on both days.
*Organ recitals Booking essential for tours and talks
www.winsford.urc.org.uk or phone 01606 288815.

PDR T

Saturday & Sunday: 1pm - 4pm CW10 0JG

A special opening & guided tour of the last intact brine
pumps in the UK. Visitors can explore the brine pumps
restoration project in action. The Heritage Officer &
volunteers from Middlewich Heritage Trust will guide you
around the newly opened site; explain the history of
Murgatroyd’s and future plans. Display objects from our
collection will be on show and a salt-making demonstration.
Parking is on Middlewich Community Church car park,
Brooks Lane. Follow the signs to the site.

Murgatroyd’s Brine Pumps Brook’s Lane, Middlewich D
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Brunner Guildhall 360 High Street, Winsford

Saturday & Sunday: 10am - 4pm CW7 2AU

A Grade II Listed building, designed by A E Powles, given to
Winsford in 1897 by Sir John Brunner as a Diamond Jubilee gift.
It was opened in 1899 as a meeting and function place for the
local community.
Exhibition of the different groups that have used the Guildhall
over the years.
Disabled access only to Ground floor.
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Ever wondered what happens to all your waste?  Find out on a
visit to the Recycling Education Centre workshop at Kier
Environmental Services, Woodford Park Industrial Estate, Winsford.
Sessions include an in depth view of what happens to your
recycling and food waste once it has left your home, the
importance of recycling and waste reduction and a short tour of
our waste transfer site where you can see the beginning of the
recycling process in action. Sturdy footwear and suitable outdoor
clothing are essential.  Age 7 and upwards.
Booking essential on Eventbrite and 07816 589912.

Thursday & Friday: 10am - 12pm & 1pm - 3pm CW7 2RB

Recycle First Leslie Road, Winsford

CH3 8EB
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Mid Cheshire Events

Friday: 10am CW9 6FW

A six mile figure of eight walk around the Northwich
woodlands linking the Anderton Boat Lift and the Lion
Salt Works. Looking at the impact of the salt industry
on this beautiful 1,000 acre park. Good paths and tracks
on mostly level ground. Booking is essential via Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/woodland-heritage-walk-
tickets-63530517488.
Please note the walk is free but there is a charge for
parking at Anderton Nature Park. 
Meet by ticket  machine please.

Woodland Heritage Walk Anderton Nature Park, Lift Lane, Northwich T
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Saturday: 1.30pm – 3.30 approximately CH3 8EB

Tour of Tarvin Village St. Andrew’s Church, Church Street, Tarvin

The Tarvin Trail is a tour of the conservation area of
Tarvin Village. A member of the Local History group will
accompany the tour and provide additional information.
Booking not necessary. Most of the tour is accessible.
Meet at St. Andrew's Church.
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Northwich Rail Walk Northwich Railway Station, Manchester Road, Northwich

Saturday tour: 2pm - 3.30pm CW9 5LY

A guided circular rail walk from Northwich Station,
approx 2.5 miles. From the station, through the park, by
the river (see the metal sculptures), pass the viaduct, by
the church and back to the station. Passing many
historical buildings. Booking is essential. Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/northwich-rail-walk-
tickets-63567774926 or phone 01606 288815.
Please note the walk is free but there is a charge for
parking at Northwich Station. Meet at ticket office.
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Enjoy live music from the Forties in the beautiful
surroundings of the only Grade I Listed building in
Northwich, the medieval church of St Helen’s.  As well as
the opportunity to have a special afternoon tea.
Also small display “Northwich Remembers 1939” local
people’s memories of WW2.  Other events happening in
the building as well.  Disabled parking in church grounds.
Toilets not wheelchair accessible.

Sunday: 2pm - 4pm

CW9 6AT

Live Music and Afternoon Tea at St Helen's Church  
Church Road, Northwich

Wednesday: 10am

CW7 5PB

Take a guided circular walk in Marbury Country Park of
approximately 2 miles, finding out about the history of the
hall (now demolished), gardens and parkland and seeing
the still used “Lido”.  Good paths on mostly level ground.
Booking is essential on Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/marbury-country-park-
walk-tickets-63748495466 or 01606 288815.
Please note the walk is free but there is a charge for
parking at Marbury Country Park.  Meet at ticket machine.

Marbury Country Park Walk, Marbury Road, Northwich
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Saltscape Walk Anderton Nature Park Lift Lane, Anderton, Northwich

Saturday & Sunday: 11am CW9 6FW

A six kilometre (3.5 mile) walk in Northwich woodlands
following part of the Saltscape Trail, highlighting the
impact of the salt industry on the landscape. Good paths
and tracks on mostly level ground. Booking is essential
on Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.com/e/saltscape-
walk-tickets-63571118928 or phone 01606 288815.
Please note the walk is free but there is a charge for
parking at Anderton Nature Park. 
Meet by ticket machine.

T

Fri
13

Sun
15

Sat
21

Thur
19

Mon
16

Tues
17

Wed
18

Fri
13/20

Sat
14/21

Sun
15/22



3 0   

Wednesday: 2pm

A talk by David North on the little known craft of
terracotta and the expertise of one of its best craftsman
– Jabez Thompson.  Terracotta was a big industry in
Northwich and had its own brickworks.  Booking
essential on 01606 786777.

Jabez Thompson and Northwich Terracotta  
talk at Anderton Boat Lift

CH9 6FW

PDR T

People Power Historical Exhibition at Northwich Library

Thursday & Friday: 9am-7pm & Saturday 9am-1pm CW9 5DR

“People Power” Historical Exhibition comprising:  
Northwich “Then and Now” display of photos of
Northwich through the years, as well as items loaned
from local Cheshire West Museums, and a range of local
history & family ancestry books and resources to browse
and borrow throughout the week.  
Also, a special one-off exhibition of the historic
photographs by H. Emmett, who’s broad collection of
images relating to ICI and the Salt Works have kindly
been loaned to Northwich Library by Andrew Blears.
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People Power Historical Exhibition at Winsford Library

Thursday: 9.30am-7pm, Friday 9.30am-5pm & 
Saturday 9am-1pm CW7 2AS

On display will be a range of photos of Winsford
through the years, as well as items loaned from local
Cheshire West Museums, and a range of local history &
family ancestry books and resources to browse and
borrow.
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Friday: 11am - 12noon

A talk on the uniquely constructed local buildings in the
area; their designers, histories and transformations over
time, by local Cheshire historian David North.  (Please note
that this talk is available to local primary school classes
only).  Booking essential on 01606 275065.

Winsford, Northwich & Terracotta Buildings 
talk at Winsford Library

An air-dried clay workshop for children of all ages to design
and create their own terracotta brick to take home, with lots
of inspiration and ideas on offer from displayed photos of
local historic buildings in Winsford.  Just drop in.

Saturday: 10.30am - 12.30pm

Design & Make Your Own Terracotta Brick 
activity at Winsford Library

CW7 2AS

CW7 2AS

People Power: Peterloo 100 at Northwich Library

Thursday: 6pm CW9 5DR

“People Power: Peterloo 100”
A talk on Manchester’s famous revolution to mark
the 100 year anniversary, by local Cheshire
historian Owen Powell.
Booking essential on 01606 275646.
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Saturday: 3pm - 4pm

Leaders, Movers and Shakers in the Cheshire (Earl of
Chester’s) Yeomanry – from Peterloo to WW2.
An illustrated talk on some of the characterful members
of the County who have held commissions with the
Yeomanry; and what they did. 
The Yeomanry are renowned as ‘the last British regiment
to fight on horses’ – and their history is full of incident as
well as tradition.

The Cheshire Yeomanry with Corey Estenson  
at Weaver Hall Museum, London Road, Northwich

A guided tour to explain the farm and buildings (c1700) their place
in agriculture historically and currently in the parish of Darnhall.
The land is surrounded by ancient woodland and historic hedgerows.
The agricultural operations include traditional Hereford cattle,
Shropshire Native breed pedigree sheep and rare breed Gloucester
Old Spot pigs.  The tour (approx. 2 hours) will be by trailer - max 25
people.  Dress for all weathers.  Concludes with refreshments in our
farm school room.  There will be a display of historical items and
information relating to the farm past and current activities.  Booking
is essential on Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.com/e/farm-tour-
tickets-63754362013 or telephone 01606 288815 .

Sunday: arrive 9.30am depart 12.00 & arrive 1.30pm depart 4.00pm

Weaver Dairy House Farm Tour Stocks Hill, Winsford

CH2 4GA

CW7 4EEFri
20

Sat
21

Sun
22

Fri
20

Sat
21

Sun
22

PR T

PDR T

Saturday: 10.30am & 2pm

Guided walking tour led by members of Weaverham
History Society passing all 15  listed buildings in
Weaverham and other buildings of historic interest.
Tour will take approx. 1.5 hours (possibly longer).
The pavements are narrow in places and sometimes
bumpy. Refreshments and toilets available inside the
church which has disabled access.

Weaverham Plaque Walk and Talk Starting from: 
St. Mary’s Church Porch, Church Street, Weaverham
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Northwich Heritage Tour The Bull Ring, Northwich

Sunday: 11am & 2pm CW9 5BU

A guided walking tour of the unique timber–framed
buildings of Northwich, including their history and
stories about the town. 
Walk starting from raised plinth by Swetenhams Estate
Agents. Walk is on town pavements. Booking essential
on Eventbrite https//www.eventbrite.com/e/northwich-
heritage-tour-tickets-64598599149 or telephone
01606 288815.
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